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The  laft  Papers  betwixt  His  Majeftie, 
and  theCommilsioners. 

WE  are  commanded  by  the  Hoiifes  of  Parliament 
to  dcfireYourMajeftie  toexpreffe  your  particular 
Exceptions  to  the  Ordinances  mentioned,  and  contained 
in  the  Piopofition  concerning  the  Church,  that  being 
reduced  to  certainty  and  ftated^  they  may  be  returned  to 
both  Houfes. 

Newport,  3.Novemb.i648. 

INanfwer  to  your  Paper  of  the  3.  November,  deli- 
vered in  late  laft  night,  you  cefire  His  Majeftic  to  ex- 
prelfe  his  Exceptions  to  fcverall  Ordinances  mention- 
ed In  your  Propofition  concerning  the  Church.  His  Ma- 
jeftic faith,  that  thofe  Ordinances  being  many  and  large, 
and  finding  that  after  this  day  you  can  receive  no  more 
Papers  without  further  Irftrudions,  His  Majefty  con- 
ceives himfelffo  limited  in  time,  that  he  cannot  io  fud- 
denly  give  you  his  particular  Exceptions  to  the  faid  Or* 
dinances. 

Newport,  4.Novemb.  1^43. 

His  Majcftics  Propofitions  delivered  unto  you  the 
i7.0<Jtob,i^48.having  been  tranfmitted  by  you  to 
his  two  Houfes,  and  His  Majefty  having  received  no  an- 
fwerthereunto, he  defiresto  know  whether  you  .baveyct 
received  any  Inftru(5tions  concerning  tte  fame,    *  .* 
Newport54.Novemb.1648.' ni  niQoib^dc. 

A  a  Where- 


WHercas  wc  by  our  Paper  of  the  third  laftant 
dcfired  your  Majefty  to  exprefle  your  particu- 
lar Exceptions  to  the  Ordinances  mentioned  and  contain- 
ed in  the  Propofition  concerning  the  Church-,  unto  which 
Your  Majeftic  by  your  Anfwer  thereunto  this  fourth  in- 
ftant  is  pleafed  to  fay,  thofc  Ordinances  being  many  and 
large,  and  that  after  this  day  we  can  receive  no  more  Pa- 
pers without  farther  Inftrudlions,  and  therefore  conceive 
your  felte  fo  limited  in  time,  that  Your  Majefty  cannot  fo 
fuddenly  give  your  particular  Exceptions  to  the  faid  Or- 
dinances: Wc  humbly  conceive^thofe  Ordinances  having 
been  many  daies  fince  the  beginning  of  this  Treaty  in 
Your  Ma/eftics  hands,  and  under  Your  Majefties  confi- 
deration,  the  fame  cannot  be  new  unto  Your  Majefty : 
And  therefore  we  againe  humbly  defireYoui  Majefty  to 
€xpre^^e  your  particular  Exceptions  to  the  faid  Ordi- 
nances^as  by  our  faid  Paper  of  the  third  of  this  inftant,  we 
have  formerly  defired. 

FOr  a  finall  anfwer  to  you^as  to  your  Paper  of  the  firft 
of  this  inftantj  and  the  notes  therein  mentioned  con- 
cerning the  Church ,  His  Majefty  faith ,  that  his 
Concclfions  expreffed  in  that  Paper,  and  mifapprehcnded 
in  thefe  particulars  following,  he  neither  did,  nor 
doth  intend  to  make  any  more  newBifliops  during  the 
terms  of  three  yeares ,  nor  in  the  end  of  three  yeares, 
that  the  power  of  Ordination  fliould  be  pracSifed  in  the 
old  manner  as  formerly,  for  that  heretofore  the  Bifliops 
were  at  liberty  to  call  what  Presbyters  they  w'ould  to 
aflift  in  ordaining,  but  were  not  bound  to  their  Counfell 
or  confent-,  but  His  Majefty  doth  now  intend,  and  will 
confent,  that  Bifliops  fliall  not  receive  any  into  Holy  Or- 
ders without  the  confent  of  a  limited  number  of  Presby- 
ters, to  be  chofen  in  fuch  manner  as  fliall  be  agreed  on  by 

his 


his  Majefty,  and  his  'two  Houfcs  for  that  pufpofc.  Nei- 
ther did  his  Majeftie  intend  that  after  the  end  of  three 
yeersnocertainevvayfliouldbefctled  concerning  Eccle- 
fiafticall  Government  5  for  that  his  Majcfty  did  propofc 
during  the  three  yeari,  to  have  a  Confultation  wich  the 
Affembly  of  Divines,  twenty  being  added  of  his  ownc 
nomination-,  which ifhis two Houfeslhallrefol veto  en- 
tercaine,  it  cannot  well  be  doubted,  but  npon  the  debate, 
fuch  a  Govcrnmenc  will  be  agreed  upon  by  hisMajefty 
and  his  two  Houfes,  as  fliall  be  bcft  for  the  peace  of  the 
Church,  and  moft  proper  to  prevent  thofe  diftradions 
which  his  two  Houfes  apprehend  may  enfue. 

And  as  to  that  part  of  the  Propoficion  concerning  the 
Booke  of  Common-Prayer,  for  the  facislaftion of  his 
twoHoufts,  his  Majefty  will  not  infift  upon  any  provi- 
fion  for  continuance  of  the  fame  in  his  Majefties  Chap- 
pell  for  himfelfe  and  his  Houfliold  ^  nevertheleffe  his 
Majeftie  declares ,  that  he^  intends  toufe  fome  other  fee 
form  of  Divine  Service, 

And  as  to  that  part  of  the  Propofition,  that  an  Ad  or 
A£tsbepafredforaftri(!ier  courfe  to  prevent  the  faying 
and  hearing  ofMaffe  in  the  Court,  or  any  other  part  of 
the  Kingdome,  or  the  Kingdome  of  Ireland,  his  Majeftie 
will  confent  thereunto. 

As  to  all  other  particulars  in  your  Paper  mentioned^ 
his  Majefty  having  in  his  former  Anfwers  confented  fa 
far  as  poflibly  he  can,  as  he  ftands  at  prefent  perfwaded 
in  his  judgement  5  doth  refer  himfelfe  thereunto.  And 
fincc  his  Majeftie  by  his  Conceflions  hath  brought  all 
differences  concerning  the  Church  into  fo  narrow  a  com- 
palTe,  that  the  chiefevifible  obftruftion  is  that,  wherein 
really  in  confcience  he  is  nor  fatisfied :  He  hopes  his  two 
Houfcs  will  not  put  further  prc^furcs  of  fo  tender  a  na- 
ture 


turc  upon  him,  when  it  is  moft  likely  the  time  and  De- 
bate will  happily  reconcile  all  thefe  differences. 
Newport  Novcra.4. 1648. 

Mis  Maje flies  finaH  Jn fiver  to  the  Taper 
concerning  the  Exceptions  to  the  Ordi^ 
nances  about  the  Church, 

Or  a  finall  Anfwer  to  you  as  to  your  Paper  of  the  4. 
jL^inftanCjWherby  you  dcfire  his  Majefty  to  expreflc  his 
particular  Exceptions  to  the  Ordinances  mentioned  of  the 
Propofitions  concerning  the  Church ,  His  Majefty  ^aith5 
that  by  his  Anfwer  of  the  9.  of  Oclob.  he  did  expreffe  the 
g^nerall  reafoa  why  he  did  not  confcnttothe  feverail  Or- 
dinances in  the  forme  they  are  now  penned,  and  that  he 
heard  no  more  thereof  untill  he  received  your  Paper  late 
in  the  evening  laft  night  fo  that  though  thofe  Ordinan- 
ces have  been  many  daies  in-^his  Majefties  band,  and  arc 
not  new  unto  him,  yet  this  being  the  laft  day  wherein 
you  ( by  your  Inftrudions )  can  receive  any  Paper$  from 
him,  his  M  ijcfty  cannot  in  fo  fhort  time  review  the  feve- 
rail Ordinances,and  ftate  the  particular  Exceptions  there- 
uhto  I  afnd  therefore  he  adheres  to  his  former  Anfwer 
therein.  .ru 
'Newport  4.  Novemr  1648. 

HAving  received  your  Majefties  feverail  Anfwers 
to  our  Paper  of  the  firft  of  this  inftant  concern- 
ing the  Church,  and  likewife  to  our  Paper  of  the 
fowtth  of  this  inftant,  touching  your  Majefties  particular 
E:fecepcions  to  the  Proportions  concerning  the  Church, 

we 


(5) 

we  (hall  communicate  them  to  both  Houfcs  of  Parlla*^ 
ment. 

Newport  4.  Novem.  \  648, 

IN  Anfwer  to  your  Majcfties  Paper  'delivered  unto  us 
this  fourth  of  Novem.  inftant,  whereby  your  Majefty 
defires  to  know  whether  we  have  received  any  Inftrudi- 
ons  concerning  Your  Majeftics  Propofitions  ttanfmitted 
by  us  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliannient-^  we  humbly  fay,  that 
we  have  not  yet  received  any  Inftrudions  concerning  the 
fame. 


st/It  the  ciofe  of  t  he  Treaty  the  K^ng  made, 
a  /hort  Speech  to  this  fur pofe.  • 

That  hisMajefty  hoped^the  Commiflioners  were  now 
fenfible,  that  none  was  more  de&ous  of  a  good  and 
laftng  peace  then  himfelfe  ^  That  he  had  gone  very  far  to 
give  his  two  Houfcs  fatisfadion^  that  he  thought^though 
thetimefortheTrcat3^was  ended,  yet  the  Treaty  it  felfe 
was  not.  That  he  expeded  to  heare  from  his  two  Houfes 
about  his  own  Propofitions,  and  would  be  ready  to  make 
his  Conceflions  binding,  by  giving  them  the  force  of 
Lawes*IHe  3cBred  that  the  ' ConaiTiiffi^  would  put  a 
good  interpretation  upon  his  vehement  cxpreflions  in 
fome  of  his  Debates,there  being  nothing  in  his  intentions 
bmkindneffe^  and  that  as  they  had  taken  abundance  of 
ftcedomC  j  and  fhowcd  great. abiliiues  in  their  33ebates, 


(6) 

which  have  taken  his  Majcfty  off  from  fome  of  his  own 
opinions,  fo  his  Majefty  doubted  not  ( had  they  had 
power  to  recede  fome  of  his  Reafons)  would  have  pre- 
vailed with  them,  as  he  is  confident,  had  it  been  with  his 
two  Houfes,  it  would  have  done  with  thcnivAnd  there- 
fore bcfeeches  them  to  take  the  fame  freedome  with  his 
iwoHoufes,  to  preffe  them  to  a  compliance  with  him 
in  thofe  things  his  confciencc  is  not  yet  facisfied  in, 
which  more  time  may  do  •  his  opinion  not  being  like  the 
L2LV7CSoithc(JHed€szndPerfia»s^  unalterable  or  infalli- 
ble. Adding  his  Majcfties  very  hearty  thanks  for  the 
paines  they  have  taken  to  fatisfie  him,  profcfling,  that  he 
wanted  eloquence  to  commend  their  abilities defired 
them  candidly  to  reprefcnt  all  the  Tranfadions  of  this 
Treaty  to  his  two  Houfes,  that  they  might  fee  nothing  of 
his  intereft,  how  near  or  dear  foever  ( but  that  wherein  his 
confcience  is  unfatisfied )  can  hinder  on  his  part  a  happy 
conclufion  of  this  Treaty.  And  then  he  and  the  Com- 
raiffioners  took  leave  5  and  at  night  after  Supper  they 
came  and  kilfed  his  hand,  and  received  a  great  deale  of  ^re- 
fpefl  from  his  Majcfty. 

FINIS. 


